
CARLISLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Carlisle, PA 17013 

 

World Cultures 

 

GRADE  6 

 

 

                                                                                                       Date of Board Approval: September 18, 2014                       



2 

CARLISLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
PLANNED INSTRUCTION COVER PAGE 

 
TITLE OF COURSE: World Geography       SUBJECT AREA: Social Studies           GRADE LEVEL: 6

th
 Grade     

COURSE LENGTH: (Semester/Year)   Year      DURATION:  45 minutes             FREQUENCY:  5 or 6  

PREREQUISITES: Not applicable        CREDIT: Not applicable             LEVEL: Not applicable     

 
Course Description/Objectives: The sixth grade World Geography course is a year long course designed to provide students with a foundation for 

concepts in cultural and physical geography including government, history, and economics.  The course is designed to meet Pennsylvania State 

Standards in Geography, History, Government and Economics. 

  This course begins with a study of the 5 themes of geography.  Continued application of these concepts will be used in the study of modern 

geographic and political regions of the Western Hemisphere and Europe. Students will focus on the components of civilizations both historic and 

modern with regional studies of Canada, Mexico, Central America, Caribbean Islands, South America, and Europe.   

Text: Exploring Our World:  People, Places, and Cultures. McGraw-Hill. © 2010 

 

 

Curriculum Writing Committee:  

Mary Crumlich Ashley Knight  Andrea Funk  Jennifer Long 
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COURSE TIMELINE 
 

Unit 1:  5 Themes of Geography 2 weeks 

 Location   

 Place  

 Human-Environment Interaction  

 Movement  

 Regions  

Unit 2:  Global Concepts 7 weeks 

 Geographer’s Tools  

 Physical Geography  

 Climate Regions  

 Human and Cultural Geography  

 Government & Economic Institutions  

Unit 3: United States and Canada 8 weeks 

 Physical Geography  

 Climate  

 Government & Economic Institutions  

 History & Culture  

Unit 4: Mexico 3 weeks 

 Physical Geography  

 Climate  

 Government & Economic Institutions  

 History & Culture  

Unit 5: Latin and Central America 8 weeks 

 Physical Geography  

 Climate  

 Government & Economic Institutions  

 History & Culture  

Unit 6: Europe 8 weeks 

 Physical Geography  

 Climate  

 Government & Economic Institutions  

 History & Culture  

TOTAL 36  weeks 
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OVERARCHING ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS & ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OVERARCHING ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

 Maps can be used or constructed to represent data in a 

spatial form. 

 

 Regions are defined by changing human and physical 

characteristics. 

 

 The earth is not static, but always changing. 

 

 The interaction between economic, political and social 

processes creates complex change. 

 

 The change in the importance, value and availability of 

resources is an important aspect of human systems. 

 

 Understanding the choices made by humans and the 

changes in physical systems will help us anticipate and 

solve the problems of the future. 

OVERARCHING ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 How has the Western Hemisphere changed? 

 

 What are the purposes and uses of maps? 

 

 How are regions defined? 

 

 How do physical processes influence how humans 

live? 

 

 When do complex human processes interact to 

create change? 

 

 Why does the distribution of resources vary in the 

Western Hemisphere? 

 

 How does the past influence the present? 



5 

COURSE: World Geography TIME FRAME:      2     weeks 

UNIT #1: 5 Themes of Geography  GRADE: 6 

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Academic Standards         

7.1.6.B: Describe and locate places and regions as defined by physical and human features.  

7.2.6.A: Describe the characteristics of places and regions. 

7.3.6.A: 
Describe the human characteristics of places and regions using the following criteria: Population, Culture, Settlement, Economic 

activities, Political activities. 

7.4.6.A: Describe and explain the effects of the physical systems on people within regions. 

7.4.6.B: Describe and explain the effects of people on the physical systems within regions. 

Common Core Standards         

CC.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social 

studies. 

CC.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 

College, Career, and Civic Life Standards for Social Studies 

D2.G.2.6-8 Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain relationships between the locations of places and regions 

and changes in their environmental characteristics. 

D2.G.6.6-8 Explain how the physical and human characteristics of places and regions are connected to human identities and cultures.  

D2.G.7.6-8 
Explain how changes in transportation and communication technology influence the spatial connections among human settlements and 

affect the diffusion of ideas and cultural practices. 

D2.G.8.6-8 Analyze how relationships between humans and environments extend or contract spatial patterns of settlement and movement.  

D2.G.10.6-8 Analyze the ways in which cultural and environmental characteristics vary among various regions of the world. 



6 

 

COURSE: World Geography TIME FRAME:       2    weeks 

UNIT #1: 5 Themes of Geography  GRADE: 6 

 

 

  

UNDERSTANDINGS 

The study of geography revolves around five central themes that focus on the environment and the humans who inhabit it. Understanding the themes 

allows one to better understand the world they live in and those with whom we live.   

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Complete a Five Themes booklet including an illustration and explanation of each theme as it relates to the world around them. 

KNOW 

 

 Location- relative, absolute 

 Place- physical features, human features 

 Human-Environment Interactions- adapt, change, use 

 Movement- goods, ideas, people 

 Regions- physical and cultural 

DO 

 

 Explain the difference between relative and absolute location. 

 Identify a place by its physical and/or human features. 

 Illustrate how humans use, adapt, and change the environment. 

 Give examples of how people, goods, and ideas move globally. 

 Distinguish between cultural and physical regions. 
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COURSE: World Geography TIME FRAME:        7   weeks 

UNIT #2: Global Concepts  GRADE: 6 

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Academic Standards         

7.1.6.A: Describe how common geographic tools are used to organize and interpret information about people, places, and environment. 

7.2.6.B: Describe the physical processes that shape patterns on Earth’s surface. 

6.1.6.B: 
Compare ways that people meet their needs with how they meet their wants. Describe how resources are combined to produce different 

goods and services 

6.2.6.G: Examine how various economic systems address the three basic questions: What to produce?; How?; For Whom? 

6.4.6.B: Explain how trade affects standards of living. 

6.4.6.D: Explain how transportation, communication networks, and technology contribute to economic interdependence. 

Common Core Standards 

CC.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social 

studies. 

CC.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 

College, Career, and Civic Life Standards for Social Studies 

D2.G.12.6-8 Explain how global changes in population distribution patterns affect changes in land use in particular places. 

D2.G.11.6-8 
Explain how the relationship between the environmental characteristics of places and production of goods influences the spatial patterns 

of world trade. 

D2.G.7.6-8 
Explain how changes in transportation and communication technology influence the spatial connections among human settlements and 

affect the diffusion of ideas and cultural practices. 

D2.G.8.6-8  Analyze how relationships between humans and environments extend or contract spatial patterns of settlement and movement.  

D2.G.5.6-8 Analyze the combinations of cultural and environmental characteristics that make places both similar to and different from other places.  
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D2.G.4.6-8 
Explain how cultural patterns and economic decisions influence environments and the daily lives of people in both nearby and distant 

places.  

D2.Eco.14.6-8 Explain barriers to trade and how those barriers influence trade among nations.  
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COURSE: World Geography TIME FRAME:       7    weeks 

UNIT #2: Global Concepts  GRADE: 6 

 

  

UNDERSTANDINGS 

By understanding geography, one can better understand the complex relationships between people and the land. Geographers use many different 

geographic tools such as maps and globes to study and understand Earth’s people, places, cultures, and environments.  

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Create a culture project (e.g., PowerPoint, booklet, poster) to illustrate the eight elements of culture related to their immediate family. 

 

KNOW 

 

 Tools used by geographers to study the Earth 

 Physical processes shape the Earth’s surface patterns and 

systems, which influences where people settle. 

 All living things are dependent upon one another, their 

surroundings, and the importance and distribution of resources. 

 Geographers study how people and physical features are 

distributed on Earth’s surface. 

 Culture influences people’s perceptions about places and regions. 

 Patterns of economic activities result in global interdependence. 

DO 

 

 Identify, describe, and/or use tools utilized by geographers. 

 Explain how climate influences the physical and human 

characteristics of a place. 

 Discuss how the unequal distribution of resources influences 

cooperation and conflict. 

 Calculate population growth with given data. 

 Identify cultural influences found in one’s own community. 

 Recognize and explain the four types of economic systems. 
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COURSE: World Geography TIME FRAME:      8     weeks 

UNIT #3: United States & Canada  GRADE: 6 

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Academic Standards         

7.2.6.A: Describe the characteristics of places and regions. 

7.3.6.A: 
Describe the human characteristics of places and regions using the following criteria: Population, Culture, Settlement, 

Economic activities, Political activities. 

7.4.6.A: Describe and explain the effects of the physical systems on people within regions. 

6.3.6.A: Examine government's role in providing public goods and services. 

6.4.6.A: Explain why people specialize in the production of goods and services and divide labor. 

6.4.6.B: Explain how trade affects standards of living. 

6.4.6.D: Explain how transportation, communication networks, and technology contribute to economic interdependence. 

5.1.6.B: Compare and contrast a direct democracy with a republican form of government. 

Common Core Standards         

CC.6-8.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 

history/social studies. 

CC.6-8.7 

Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital 

texts. 

CC.6-8.2 

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source 

distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
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College, Career, and Civic Life Standards for Social Studies 

D2.G.12.6-8 
Explain how global changes in population distribution patterns affect changes in land use in particular places. 

D2.G.11.6-8 

Explain how the relationship between the environmental characteristics of places and production of goods influences the 

spatial patterns of world trade. 

D2.G.10.6-8 
Analyze the ways in which cultural and environmental characteristics vary among various regions of the world.  

D2.G.7.6-8 

Explain how changes in transportation and communication technology influence the spatial connections among human 

settlements and affect the diffusion of ideas and cultural practices. 

D2.G.8.6-8 

 Analyze how relationships between humans and environments extend or contract spatial patterns of settlement and 

movement.  

D2.G.6.6-8 
Explain how the physical and human characteristics of places and regions are connected o human identities and culture.  

D2.G.5.6-8 

Analyze the combinations of cultural and environmental characteristics that make places both similar to and different from 

other places.  

D2.G.4.6-8 

Explain how cultural patterns and economic decisions influence environments and the daily lives of people in both nearby and 

distant places.  

D2.G.1.6-8 
Construct maps to represent and explain the spatial patterns of cultural and environmental characteristics. 

D2.G.2.6-8 

Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain relationships between the locations of places 

and regions, and changes in their environmental characteristics.  

D2.Eco.14.6-8 
Explain barriers to trade and how those barriers influence trade among nations.  

D2.Eco.6.6-8 

Explain how changes in supply and demand cause changes in prices and quantities of goods and services, labor, credit, and 

foreign currencies. 

D2.Civ.3.6-8 
Examine the origins, purposes, and impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and international agreements. 

D2.His.1.6-8 
Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts. 

D2.His.2.6-8 
Classify series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or continuity. 
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COURSE: World Geography TIME FRAME:       8    weeks 

UNIT #3: United States & Canada  GRADE: 6 

 

  

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Physical, cultural, economic, political, and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, movement, interdependence, 

cooperation, and conflict in the United States and Canada. 

 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Create a PowerPoint presentation or poster that depicts the physical, cultural, and economical make-up of a region within the United States or 

Canada. 

 

KNOW 

 

 Physical features greatly influence how and where people live. 

 The varying climates within the United States and Canada impact 

its inhabitants. 

 Economic regions of the United States and Canada have created 

strong economies. 

 The government impacts and influences the people and their 

economy. 

 The history of a region has helped to shape its current 

government and culture. 

DO 

 

 Create a map with the major physical features of a given country or 

region. 

 List valuable resources found within various regions and how they 

influence human-environment interactions. 

 Identify and describe the various climate zones. 

 Write an essay comparing and contrasting the governments of the 

United States and Canada. 

 Research and present information about a specific region’s culture 

and lifestyle. 



13 

COURSE: World Geography TIME FRAME:        3   weeks 

UNIT #4: Mexico  GRADE: 6 

 

STANDARDS: 

 

PA Academic Standards         

7.2.6.A: 
Describe the characteristics of places and regions. 

7.3.6.A: 

Describe the human characteristics of places and regions using the following criteria: Population, Culture, Settlement, 

Economic activities, Political activities. 

7.4.6.A: 
Describe and explain the effects of the physical systems on people within regions. 

6.3.6.A: 
Examine government's role in providing public goods and services. 

6.4.6.A: 
Explain why people specialize in the production of goods and services and divide labor. 

6.4.6.B: 
Explain how trade affects standards of living. 

6.4.6.D: 
Explain how transportation, communication networks, and technology contribute to economic interdependence. 

5.1.6.B: 
Compare and contrast a direct democracy with a republican form of government. 

Common Core Standards         

CC.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related 

to history/social studies. 

CC.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and 

digital texts. 

CC.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source 

distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

College, Career, and Civic Life Standards for Social Studies 

D2.G.12.6-8 Explain how global changes in population distribution patterns affect changes in land use in particular places. 
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D2.G.11.6-8 
Explain how the relationship between the environmental characteristics of places and production of goods influences the 

spatial patterns of world trade. 

D2.G.10.6-8 Analyze the ways in which cultural and environmental characteristics vary among various regions of the world.  

D2.G.7.6-8 
Explain how changes in transportation and communication technology influence the spatial connections among human 

settlements and affect the diffusion of ideas and cultural practices. 

D2.G.8.6-8 
 Analyze how relationships between humans and environments extend or contract spatial patterns of settlement and 

movement.  

D2.G.6.6-8 Explain how the physical and human characteristics of places and regions are connected o human identities and culture.  

D2.G.5.6-8 

Analyze the combinations of cultural and environmental characteristics that make places both similar to and different 

from other places.  

 

D2.G.4.6-8 
Explain how cultural patterns and economic decisions influence environments and the daily lives of people in both nearby 

and distant places.  

D2.G.1.6-8 Construct maps to represent and explain the spatial patterns of cultural and environmental characteristics. 

D2.G.2.6-8 
Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain relationships between the locations of places 

and regions, and changes in their environmental characteristics.  

D2.Eco.14.6-8 Explain barriers to trade and how those barriers influence trade among nations.  

D2.Eco.6.6-8 
Explain how changes in supply and demand cause changes in prices and quantities of goods and services, labor, credit, 

and foreign currencies. 

D2.Civ.3.6-8 Examine the origins, purposes, and impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and international agreements. 

D2.His.1.6-8 Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts. 

D2.His.2.6-8 Classify series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or continuity. 



15 

COURSE: World Geography TIME FRAME:        3   weeks 

UNIT #4: Mexico  GRADE: 6 

 

  

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Physical, cultural, economic, political, and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, movement, interdependence, 

cooperation, and conflict in Mexico. 

 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Create a PowerPoint presentation or poster that depicts the physical, cultural, and economical make-up of a region within Mexico. 

 

 

KNOW 

 

 Physical features greatly influence how and where people live. 

 The varying climates within Mexico impact its inhabitants. 

 The government impacts and influences the people and their 

economy. 

 The history of a region has helped to shape its current 

government and culture. 

 

DO 

 

 Create a map with the major physical features of a given country or 

region. 

 List valuable resources found within various regions and how they 

influence human-environment interactions. 

 Identify and describe the various climate zones. 

 Examine past and/or present governmental influences and their 

effects on the people and economies of various regions. 

 Research and present information about a specific region’s culture 

and lifestyle. 
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COURSE: World Geography TIME FRAME:      8     weeks 

UNIT #5: Latin & Central America  GRADE: 6 

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Academic Standards         

7.2.6.A: 
Describe the characteristics of places and regions. 

7.3.6.A: 

Describe the human characteristics of places and regions using the following criteria: Population, Culture, Settlement, 

Economic activities, Political activities 

7.4.6.A: 
Describe and explain the effects of the physical systems on people within regions. 

6.3.6.A: 
Examine government's role in providing public goods and services. 

6.4.6.A: 
Explain why people specialize in the production of goods and services and divide labor. 

6.4.6.B: 
Explain how trade affects standards of living. 

6.4.6.D: 
Explain how transportation, communication networks, and technology contribute to economic interdependence. 

Common Core Standards         

CC.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related 

to history/social studies. 

CC.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and 

digital texts. 

CC.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source 

distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

College, Career, and Civic Life Standards for Social Studies 

D2.G.12.6-8 Explain how global changes in population distribution patterns affect changes in land use in particular places. 

D2.G.11.6-8 
Explain how the relationship between the environmental characteristics of places and production of goods influences the 

spatial patterns of world trade. 
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D2.G.10.6-8 Analyze the ways in which cultural and environmental characteristics vary among various regions of the world.  

D2.G.7.6-8 
Explain how changes in transportation and communication technology influence the spatial connections among human 

settlements and affect the diffusion of ideas and cultural practices. 

D2.G.8.6-8 
 Analyze how relationships between humans and environments extend or contract spatial patterns of settlement and 

movement.  

D2.G.6.6-8 Explain how the physical and human characteristics of places and regions are connected o human identities and culture.  

D2.G.5.6-8 

Analyze the combinations of cultural and environmental characteristics that make places both similar to and different from 

other places.  

 

D2.G.4.6-8 
Explain how cultural patterns and economic decisions influence environments and the daily lives of people in both nearby and 

distant places.  

D2.G.1.6-8 Construct maps to represent and explain the spatial patterns of cultural and environmental characteristics. 

D2.G.2.6-8 
Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain relationships between the locations of places 

and regions, and changes in their environmental characteristics.  

D2.Eco.14.6-8 Explain barriers to trade and how those barriers influence trade among nations.  

D2.Eco.6.6-8 
Explain how changes in supply and demand cause changes in prices and quantities of goods and services, labor, credit, and 

foreign currencies. 

D2.Civ.3.6-8 Examine the origins, purposes, and impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and international agreements. 

D2.His.1.6-8 Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts. 

D2.His.2.6-8 Classify series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or continuity. 
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COURSE: World Geography TIME FRAME:     8      weeks 

UNIT #5: Latin & Central America  GRADE: 6 

 

  

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Physical, cultural, economic, political, and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, movement, interdependence, 

cooperation, and conflict in Latin and Central America. 

 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Create a PowerPoint presentation or poster that depicts the physical, cultural, and economical make-up of a specific country within Central America, 

the Caribbean, or South America. 

 

 

KNOW 

 

 Physical features greatly influence how and where people live. 

 The varying climates within Latin and Central America impact its 

inhabitants. 

 The government impacts and influences the people and their 

economy. 

 The history of a region has helped to shape its current 

government and culture. 

DO 

 

 Create a map with the major physical features of a given country or 

region. 

 List valuable resources found within various regions and how they 

influence human-environment interactions. 

 Identify and describe the various climate zones. 

 Examine past and/or present governmental influences and their 

effects on the people and economies of various regions. 

 Research and present information about a specific region’s culture 

and lifestyle. 
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COURSE: World Geography TIME FRAME:        8   weeks 

UNIT #6: Europe  GRADE: 6 

 

STANDARDS: 

 

PA Academic Standards         

7.2.6.A: 
Describe the characteristics of places and regions. 

7.3.6.A: 

Describe the human characteristics of places and regions using the following criteria: Population, Culture, Settlement, 

Economic activities, Political activities 

7.4.6.A: 
Describe and explain the effects of the physical systems on people within regions. 

6.3.6.A: 
Examine government's role in providing public goods and services. 

6.4.6.A: 
Explain why people specialize in the production of goods and services and divide labor. 

6.4.6.B: 
Explain how trade affects standards of living. 

6.4.6.D: 
Explain how transportation, communication networks, and technology contribute to economic interdependence. 

5.1.6.B: 
Compare and contrast a direct democracy with a republican form of government. 

Common Core Standards         

CC.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 

history/social studies. 

CC.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital 

texts. 

CC.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source 

distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

College, Career, and Civic Life Standards for Social Studies 

D2.G.12.6-8 Explain how global changes in population distribution patterns affect changes in land use in particular places. 
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D2.G.11.6-8 
Explain how the relationship between the environmental characteristics of places and production of goods influences the 

spatial patterns of world trade. 

D2.G.10.6-8 Analyze the ways in which cultural and environmental characteristics vary among various regions of the world.  

D2.G.7.6-8 
Explain how changes in transportation and communication technology influence the spatial connections among human 

settlements and affect the diffusion of ideas and cultural practices. 

D2.G.8.6-8 
 Analyze how relationships between humans and environments extend or contract spatial patterns of settlement and 

movement.  

D2.G.6.6-8 Explain how the physical and human characteristics of places and regions are connected o human identities and culture.  

D2.G.5.6-8 

Analyze the combinations of cultural and environmental characteristics that make places both similar to and different from 

other places.  

 

D2.G.4.6-8 
Explain how cultural patterns and economic decisions influence environments and the daily lives of people in both nearby and 

distant places.  

D2.G.1.6-8 Construct maps to represent and explain the spatial patterns of cultural and environmental characteristics. 

D2.G.2.6-8 
Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain relationships between the locations of places 

and regions, and changes in their environmental characteristics.  

D2.Eco.14.6-8 Explain barriers to trade and how those barriers influence trade among nations.  

D2.Eco.6.6-8 
Explain how changes in supply and demand cause changes in prices and quantities of goods and services, labor, credit, and 

foreign currencies. 

D2.Civ.3.6-8 Examine the origins, purposes, and impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and international agreements. 

D2.His.1.6-8 Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts. 

D2.His.2.6-8 Classify series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or continuity. 
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COURSE: World Geography TIME FRAME:      8     weeks 

UNIT #6: Europe  GRADE: 6 

 

 

 

  

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Physical, cultural, economic, political, and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, movement, interdependence, 

cooperation, and conflict in Europe. 

 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Create a PowerPoint presentation or poster that depicts the physical, cultural, and economical make-up of a specific country within Europe. 

 

 

KNOW 

 

 Physical features greatly influence how and where people live. 

 The varying climates within Latin and Central America impact its 

inhabitants. 

 The government impacts and influences the people and their 

economy. 

 The history of a region has helped to shape its current 

government and culture. 

DO 

 

 Create a map with the major physical features of a given country or 

region. 

 List valuable resources found within various regions and how they 

influence human-environment interactions. 

 Identify and describe the various climate zones. 

 Examine past and/or present governmental influences and their 

effects on the people and economies of various regions. 

 Research and present information about a specific region’s culture 

and lifestyle. 
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ASSESSMENT 

 

The teacher will use a variety of assessment techniques selected from, but not limited to, the following list: 

1) Objective tests/quizzes 

2) Essay tests 

3) Take-home / in-class essays 

4) Research papers 

5) Oral presentations: 

 Reports 

 Panel discussions 

 Simulations/Debates 

6) Political cartoon analysis/development 

7) Various writing assignments: 

 Propaganda analysis/development 

 Letters 

 Editorials 

 Letters to congressmen 

8) Posters/Pictures 

9) Charts/Graphs/Maps analysis 

10) Homework 

11) Class discussion 

12) Teacher/Student conferences 

 

Although each individual assessment will have its own grading value, common guidelines include, but are not limited to: 

 Accurate information 

 Logical development 

 Proper format 

 Clear presentation 

 Focused argument/theme 

 Neatness/Organization  

 

Teacher and student-made rubrics will be developed at the discretion of the individual instructor.   
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 Adaptations/Modifications for Students with I.E.P.s 

Adaptations or modifications to this planned course will allow exceptional students to earn credits toward graduation or develop skills necessary to 

make a transition from the school environment to community life and employment.  The I.E.P. team has determined that modifications to this planned 

course will meet the student’s I.E.P. needs. 

Adaptations/Modifications may include but are not limited to: 

 INSTRUCTION CONTENT 

- Modification of instructional content and/or instructional approaches 

- Modification or deletion of some of the essential elements 

 

SETTING 

- Preferential seating 

 

METHODS 

- Additional clarification of content 

- Occasional need for one to one instruction 

- Minor adjustments or pacing according to the student’s rate of mastery 

- Written work is difficult, use verbal/oral approaches 

- Modifications of assignments/testing 

- Reasonable extensions of time for task/project completion 

- Assignment sheet/notebook 

- Modified/adjusted mastery rates 

- Modified/adjusted grading criteria 

- Retesting opportunities 

 

MATERIALS 

- Supplemental texts and materials 

- Large print materials for visually impaired students 

- Outlines and/or study sheets 

- Carbonless notebook paper 

- Manipulative learning materials 

- Alternatives to writing (tape recorder/calculator) 


